
Knights of the Blind Arrive in Hong Kong
International Convention

about 25,000 Lions arrived in Hong
Kong to celebrate the 88th annual
convention. Highlights included a

Parade of Nations, presentation of the prestigious
humanitarian award and three member sessions
which will help set the future direction for our
organization. Although the weather was rainy and
very humid it failed to rain on our parade or dampen
our spirits.

Upon arrival we received a warm welcome from
the Chinese Leo delegation and this atmosphere
continued throughout the whole convention.
During the convention I was able to survive five
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intense days of training at the DGE School and also
manage to meet some great Lions from all over the
world.

Passion To Excel

Our new President for 2005-2006 is Ashok Mehta
and his theme is Passion To Excel. I had the

privilege of meeting with him several times during
the DGE seminar. He recognizes that passion can be
a very powerful tool. His program invites Lions to
revitalize their passion for excellence in five key
areas: Service, Growth, Leadership, Promotion and
Performance.
In addition to this President Mehta is promoting two
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new programs this year which will i nvolve Lions
worldwide. These programs are Plus One and
SightFirst 11.

You will be hearing much more on these during the
year but briefly they are as follows:

Plus One - This program will emphasize the power
of one in membership. When each club grows by
one member and each district by one club, we have
the potential of 60,000 new Lions to help us serve
humanity. There are bonus awards for clubs and
districts to show recognition from Lions
International.

SightFirst 11 - Despite the extraordinary
success of our previous SightFirst Campaign much
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work remains to be done. Our first campaign raised
$143 milli on US which grew to investments to
approximately $200 milli on US. This sounds like a
lot , however, if we don’ t continue the work
expectations are that the world’s blind population
could double to 74 milli on by 2020. In order to
prevent this tragedy Campaign SightFirst 11 is
being launched to raise an additional $150 milli on
US over the next three years. This will enable us to
continue the crucial work of SightFirst. You will
hear more on the campaign from PID Jim Sherry
and our LCIF chairman PDG Jack Moff itt.

L.F.C.

In June I attended a very successful DGE weekend
at the Lions Foundation of Canada in Oakvill e and
the memorial service at the breeding facili ty in
Breslau. The Lions of Canada should be proud of
this facili ty as you cannot image how much these
trained dogs can mean to an individual. I don’ t
know of another location that trains the three types
of dogs.- Dog Guides for visually impaired, Hearing
Ear Dogs and Special Skill s Dogs. Approximately
one quarter of the funding comes directly from
Lions Clubs and this is the crucial funding that
gives them the base to work from. This year PID
Art Woods received a well deserved special
recognition for all the work he did spear heading the
Memorial Forest Project. A grove was named in this
honour “Art’s Woods” . I encourage all clubs to plan
a project early in the year to raise money for our
Foundation and thus help them live up to their
motto “They’ ll Never Walk Alone” .

Special Thanks

I want to take this opportunity to thank the Lions of
District 41-O for showing me such strong support. I
also want to thank the Hampton Lions for their
support and help in my hospitali ty room along with
Lion Fred Philli ps and all the other Lions who
helped out. It did not go unnoticed. Thanks again
for making it a successful weekend.

Dates to Remember

July 29th - Diabetic Camp at Grand Lake
August 14th - Organizational Meeting
Hosted by Hampton Lions Club
Hampton Legion at 1 PM

Sept 21 - Sept 24
USA/Canada Leadership Forum
Peoria, Illi nois

See you at the organizational meeting.

DG Bev


